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Outbreak rises at 


State health officials see 
hard decisions ahead > 4A 


20 facilities battling virus; 
Minnesota has 5th death 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Another elderly Minnesotan has 
died from COVID-19, health officials 
announced Saturday, bringing the 
state’s death toll to five. 

Minnesota now has 441 infections, 
up 43 cases from Friday and more 
than double that of a week ago. 

The latest fatality was a Hennepin 
County resident in their 70s. The 
other four deaths were patients in 


their 80s. Three of those four lived 
in long-term care facilities. 
Hennepin and Ramsey counties 
have both had two deaths and Mar- 
tin County has had one. All of the 
fatalities had underlying health 
conditions in addition to being at 
higher risk because of their age. 
There are now 20 outbreaks in 
long-term care facilities. Of those, 10 
have infected staff members, eight 
have residents who are infected, 
and two have both staff and resi- 


postponed, 


dents with the disease. 

“That is probably the population 
group that is of greatest concern at 
this point,” said Kris Ehresmann, 
director of infectious disease for the 
state Department of Health, of resi- 
dents in long-term care facilities. 

Since the outbreak began, 57 
patients have needed to be hospital- 
ized. As of Saturday, 30 remained 
hospitalized and 13 were in critical 
condition. 

Minnesota’s hospitalization num- 
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bers match what health officials are 
seeing both nationally and globally. 

There are 220 patients who have 
recovered and no longer need to be 
isolated. Minnesotans infected with 
the coronavirus range in age from 6 
months to 104 years. 

To date, 16,129 patients have been 
tested, with about half of those 
being done at the state Department 
of Health laboratory and half by pri- 
vate labs such as at the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester. 
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In Sweden, a new approach: 
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Testing is still limited to hospital- 
ized patients, residents of long-term 
care and other communal living 
facilities and medical workers. 
There’s a shortage of protective 
gear health care workers need and 
swabs to gather samples. 

COVID-19 cases have been found 
in 41 of Minnesota’s 87 counties. 
Most of the infections are in the 
Twin Cities metro area. 
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Shoppers practice social distancing at Dana Steenberg’s Angry Tomato Salsa stand at the St. Paul 


Farmers’ Market in Lowertown on Saturday. The market is exempt from Gov. Tim Walz’s 
stay-at-home order and plans to be open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. It has set up hand-washing 
stations and buffer tables at vendor stands in response to the coronavirus pandemic. 


NOTE TO OUR READERS 


Dear Readers, 


As we prioritize resources to 
pursue and deliver news 
about the coronavirus in 
these unusual times, we've 
made some changes to 
sectioning of the newspaper. 
Today, instead of a separate 
Business section, you'll find 
“Business People,” the 
weekly stocks report and 
Edward Lotterman’s column 
inside this section, the “A” 
section. 


Thank you for reading, and | 
welcome your questions and 
constructive feedback. Email 
is good: editor@pioneerpress. 
com. Or my direct phone line 
is 651-228-5544. Please leave 
a message if | don’t pick up. 


Sincerely, 
Mike Burbach, editor 


TwinCitiesecom 


today. 


Find out what columnist Joe Soucheray has to say 


Trump calls for 3-state travel advisory 


Action comes after 
talk of quarantines in 


NY., N.J., Connecticut 


By Zeke Miller and Colleen Long 


Associated Press 


NORFOLK, Va. — President 
Donald Trump backed away from 
calling for a quarantine for coro- 
navirus hotspots in New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut, 
instead directing Saturday night 
that a “strong Travel Advisory” 
be issued to stem the spread of 
the outbreak. 

Vice President Mike Pence 
tweeted that the CDC was urging 
residents of the three states “to 
refrain from non-essential travel 
for the next 14 days.” 

The notion of a quarantine had 
been advocated by governors, 
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President Donald Trump salutes the USNS Comfort, a Navy hospital 
ship, Saturday in Norfolk, Va., as it departs for New York City to help 


with the coronavirus situation. 


including Republican Gov. Ron 
DeSantis of Florida, who sought 
to halt travelers from the heavily 
affected areas to their states. But 
it drew swift criticism from the 
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leaders of the states in question, 
who warned it would spark panic 
in a populace already suffering 
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State 
workers 
hunt virus 
via phone 


Their quests are vital 
to mitigation effort 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Carmen Bernu needs you to call 
her back. 

If the Minnesota Department of 
Health epidemiologist, or someone 
on her team, has reached out to 
you recently, it’s probably because 
you were in close contact with 
someone who tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

“We are all just really busy,” Ber- 
nu said Friday. Her job is to hunt 
down everyone who came in close 
contact with confirmed coronavi- 
rus cases. 

“Tve done contact tracing before, 
but nothing on this scale,” she 
said. 

Bernu and her colleagues’ work 
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State's 
testing up, 
but limited 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


More labs in Minnesota and 
across the nation are testing for 
COVID-19, but it’s still tough to get 
a test for the deadly coronavirus 
unless you're critically ill. 

That needs to change if life is 
ever going to return to some sem- 
blance of normal. 

“There isn’t any way, soon after 
this, if we don’t have a vaccine or 
therapeutics, without massive 
testing, that you are going to see 
the large gatherings again,” Gov. 
Tim Walz acknowledged this 
week. 

Hopefully, the shortages that are 
limiting screening now can be 
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